CONSTITUTION

NAME

The organisation shall be called: ‘Friends of Belper Parks'  
OBJECTIVE

The objectives of the group are as follows:

1)
Protect the Belper Parks and associated sites by promoting and encouraging an interest in the diversification and protection of all birds, flora, fauna and wildlife on the site.
2)
Protect the historical and archaeological features of Belper Parks and associated sites by, promoting and encouraging educational interest in the site, as well as local and wider participation in the whole project.

3)
Promote an appreciation within the local community in the short and long term values of the area for the benefit of all.

4)
Improve and conserve pedestrian access to this area of natural beauty.

5)
Enable individuals wishing to communicate with the authorities over concerns about the Belper Parks to so do.

MEMBERSHIP

Membership of Friends of Belper Parks is open to individuals who are in agreement with all the objectives of the group stated in this constitution, and who have completed a membership form each year. 

Membership of Friends of Belper Parks is open to groups who are in agreement with all the stated objectives of the group, and who make a small annual payment of £5 to the Friends, or as agreed between the group and the Chairman.
The Secretary is to maintain a register of all members of the Friends.
COMMITTEE

1)  The management of the group shall be carried out by a committee consisting of a chairman, vice-chairman, secretary, treasurer and as many members as have attended committee meetings since the penultimate AGM. In addition, all members are welcome to attend Committee meetings, with the entitlement to vote, subject to a maximum of two new members being accepted onto the committee at each committee meeting. Groups who are members of Friends of Belper Parks and represented on the committee are entitled to one vote only per group.
2)  All those attending committee meetings shall be named as present.

3)  No-one may stand for office without having attended at least 5 events made up of committee meetings and workparties (3 committee meetings if unable to take part in work parties for medical reasons) during the previous 12 months and been an ordinary member of the committee for at least the previous 12 months.

4)  The officers shall be elected for a period of one year and will be eligible for re-election each year, provided they have or will have served no more than four consecutive years in any one officer position. 
5)  The committee may refer any part of its business to such sub‑committees or working parties or fund raising parties as is deemed necessary. Officers of the committee shall be ex-officio members of the sub‑committees.

6)  The committee may refer any part of its business to such sub‑committees or working parties as is deemed necessary. Officers of the committee shall be ex-officio members of the sub‑committees. 

7)  The committee may, from time to time, co-opt persons who may be specially qualified or have special knowledge and experience valuable to the furtherance of the group's aims. At no time shall such co-options exceed one third of the total membership of the committee. 

8)  There may be up to two representatives from each of Amber Valley Borough Council, and Belper Town Council as the major landowners of Belper Parks, these are ex-officio members of the committee, with full voting rights and are elected by their constituents.

9)  The committee may refer any part of its business to such sub‑committees or working parties as is deemed necessary. Officers of the committee shall be ex‑officio members of the sub‑committees. 

MEETINGS

1)
The Annual General Meeting shall be held in April or the first two weeks of May each year. The agenda shall take the following form in the order stated; apologies for absence, approval of the minutes of the previous AGM, an annual report of the group’s activities, treasurers report and audited accounts of the previous year; elect the officers, to define the ordinary members of the committee; to appoint auditors and then to deal with any other business which the committee or members should raise.

2)
Extraordinary General Meetings may be convened by the chairman of the group at the request of no less than six members and/or member groups, or at the discretion of the committee.

3)
The quorum at all meetings and the annual general meeting shall be of a minimum of four people, who are eligible to vote at the meeting. The quorum must include at least two officers.
4) 
Adequate minutes shall be recorded at all meetings.

VOTING

1) All elections shall be by a show of hands, unless otherwise approved at the AGM.
2) Decisions are to be made by general consensus wherever possible. When a vote is felt to be necessary it shall be taken by a show of hands.

3) In the event of an equal number of votes for and against a motion, the chairman will be entitled to a second or casting vote.

FINANCE

1)  All monies received shall be devoted to the objectives of the group and all be paid into a bank account in the name of 'The Friends of Belper Parks' at a bank decided by the committee. 

2)  No member of the group shall receive payment either directly or indirectly for services to the group other than legitimate expenses incurred in the works of the group.
3)  The financial year of the group shall end on the last day of February each year. 

4) At the end of the financial year, accounts shall be prepared, audited and submitted to committee members not less than fourteen days before the Annual General Meeting. A copy of the accounts shall be given to all attending the AGM.
5) The treasurer shall be responsible for keeping proper accounts and for all monies received or payable to the group. All cheques drawn against the group's account shall be signed by two officers of the group. When officers live in the same house, only one officer shall be eligible to sign. There shall be a minimum of three signatories to the account. An ordinary member of the committee shall be selected as a signatory if less than three officers are eligible to sign.
6) An independent auditor shall be appointed at the Annual General Meeting.

LITERATURE

All leaflets and documents for the use of the public shall contain only the logo(s) and address of the group approved by the committee.

AMENDMENT TO CONSTITUTION

1)
This constitution may be amended in any respect by a resolution passed by a simple majority of the members present and entitled to vote at any meeting of the group, provided that any proposal to alter the constitution must be communicated to the secretary in writing at least twenty‑eight days before the meeting at which the proposal is to be moved and notice of the said meeting, stating the terms of the resolution to be proposed, shall have been sent to all members of the group not less than fourteen days before the date of the meeting. Any decision to amend the constitution shall not come into effect unless ratified by a two-thirds majority at the next scheduled committee meeting.
DISSOLUTION

1)
The group at any time may be dissolved by a resolution passed by a two-thirds majority of those present and voting at a meeting of the group of which at least twenty-eight days' notice shall have been given to all members of the group, specifying that this is the purpose of the meeting. 

2)
Such resolutions may give instructions for the disposal of any assets held by, or in the name of the group, provided that if any property remaining after the satisfaction of all debts and liabilities, such property shall not be paid to or distributed among the members of the group, but shall be transferred to other institutions with similar objectives to some or all of the group's own, as determined by the members.
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