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Belper Parks
Amber Valley Borough Council
Green Flag Award 2010/2011
Bandscores

	Desk Assessment 
	0-9
	10-14
	15-19
	20-24
	25-30
	
	
	

	Field Assessment
	20-29
	30-39
	40-44
	45-49
	50-54
	55-59
	60-64
	65-70

	Overall score
	30-44
	45-54
	55-59
	60-65
	66-69
	70-74
	75-79
	80+


Status - Pass
Overall band score 66-69
Desk Assessment Feedback

Band score 15-19
	Criteria 

 
	Strengths 
	Recommendations 

	Presentation 


	A very concise management plan. Easy to follow with an achievable development plan.
	The plan should include either more detail in the action plan in section 25 or a reference to which appendix holds this information.
Review formatting eg some paragraph numbers repeated. References to Crossley Park in the plan should be removed.

Include a site map with marked entrances and named areas.

	Health, Safety & Security


	Good risk assessments in place and public event applications checked. Balance between safe sight lines and nature conservation. 
	Onsite staff would increase public perception of safety.

	Maintenance of equipment, buildings 

& landscape
	Appropriate maintenance schedules.
	Plan does not identify who is responsible for maintaining various elements.

	Litter, cleanliness, vandalism
	Good graffiti policy and inspection regime for cleanliness.
	As above

	Environmental Sustainability


	Excellent environmental policy in place. Strong emphasis on grassland and scrub management.
	Method for control of Japanese Knotweed includes “strimming” rather than pruning. Decrease chemical use in recreational areas. Reduce chemical application on meadowlands to a minimum in plan. Confused prescription relating to chemical to be used on Japanese Knotweed. 

	Conservation of heritage & nature
	Good range of habitats and the main objectives identified for each compartment. A well maintained historic landscape.
	More detail would be helpful for each management prescription for each compartment. Some compartments could be split by vegetation type eg C10 (Scrub / Grass).
Compartment C6 missing from key.

Plan needs to better describe the importance of heritage features.

	Community

Involvement


	Strong group and community led website.
	Conflict with friends group needs to be resolved.

	Marketing Strategy


	  Promotion of site for education.
	Couldn’t find any information on AVBC website regarding Belper Parks. A link from the Council to the friends group site would help to address this.

	Overall management
	A good action plan with smart objectives which appear to be being acted upon. Management plan is a good framework for on site decision making.
	Poor survey results although now two years old. More up to date information required from site audits would be helpful. For 2011 we would expect to see an integration of the objectives from the planned Parks & Open Spaces strategy within the management plan to give strategic direction. 

	Additional comments 

A letter received from the Friends group was discussed with AVBC prior to the field assessment.  



Field Assessment Feedback

Band score 45-49
	Criteria 
	Strengths 
	Recommendations

 

	A Welcoming Place
	Good site signage. 
	Better signage from centre of Belper would be an advantage.

Consider further on site interpretive signage.

Recommend cosmetic improvements to changing rooms.

	Healthy, Safe and Secure
	Paths open and well maintained. 
Weekly play area inspections.

Site well used by all age groups
	Remove barbed wire from waymarking post in C7.

	Clean and Well Maintained
	Site maintenance very good. No graffiti seen. Minimal litter and dog fouling
	Continue maintenance schedules.
Provide more storage in changing pavilion to eliminate loose articles.

	Sustainability
	Minimal use of chemicals seen on site.
Re-use of arisings from meadow maintenance.
	Update plan in line with actual usage.

	Conservation and Heritage
	Good practice seen throughout site.
	Consider options for maintaining seeded meadow off coppice car park as grazing unlikely.

	Community Involvement
	Good network of interested parties involved in the site. Use of community pay back and training initiatives. 
	Resolution of friends group issues essential.

	Marketing 
	Strong brand identity on site and leaflets.
	Improve information on AVBC website as none could be found.

	Management
	Overall a well managed site with obvious objectives.
	Continue to follow action plan.
Find new use for pavilion annex to prevent deterioration.

	Additional Comments




